
Testimonials
GPO would like to share these letters received from key stakeholders in
support of the agency project to digitize a complete legacy collection of

tangible U.S. government publications as a service to the nation.

“In these times of instant access via the 
Internet, library users expect all federal 
publications to be available in an electronic 
format for immediate access. GPO’s plan 
to convert print and other tangible Federal 
publications to online resources will dra-
matically increase access to these important 
resources. These files, freely available to all, 
will allow small academic libraries to offer 
the same level of access as advanced re-
search institutions that may have the physi-
cal volumes in their collections.”

Camila A. Alire, Ed.D.
President
Association of College and Research Libraries

“Creating a digital legacy collection of gov-
ernment documents will make it easier for 
our users to access these publications, save 
space in our libraries and demonstrate our 
joint capacity to embrace technological 
change in the digital age.”

Martin Gomez
President and Chief Executive Officer
Urban Libraries Council

“This effort expands upon one of the core 
values of our nation; that an informed
citizenry is central to a functioning
democracy.”

J. Gary Nichols
President
Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA)
State Librarian
Maine State Library

“GPO’s digitization efforts would open 
doors in our small communities that have 
been closed for centuries, and it would also 
level the playing field for smaller academic 
libraries that have been unable to afford to 
purchase digitized collections from private 
sources. The Government Printing Office 
proposal to digitize the legacy collection 
recognizes that expanded access to the 
nation’s rich historical document collections 
will provide wideranging benefits to the 
citizens of the United States.”

Richard Akeroyd
State Librarian
State of New Mexico



 
 
 
 
 
 
March 3, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce R. James 
Public Printer of the United States 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, DC 20401 
 
 
Dear Mr. James,  
 
As current president of the Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL), I am writing to support full funding for the GPO 
Salaries & Expenses appropriation as presented in the President’s FY 
2007 budget. Your request includes funding to carry out many important 
projects relating to the Strategic Vision for the 21st Century and the 
current and future needs of the Federal Depository Library Program and 
the public users that we serve.  
 
As you may know, ACRL is a professional association of academic 
librarians that is also a division of the American Library Association. 
Our 12,400 members represent a wide range of academic institutions, 
ranging from large research universities, like my own, to community 
colleges and small public and private colleges.   
 
I have observed with interest the changes that are occurring as a 
result of your leadership at GPO particularly the Strategic Vision for 
the 21st Century.  I appreciate its emphasis on serving the public’s 
information needs by increasing access to and the usefulness of Federal 
information. I am pleased to see GPO affirmatively addressing the need 
for broad and permanent public access to past, present and future U.S. 
government information.  
 
Increased access to all published Federal information is a need 
throughout the library community, whether or not the libraries are 
partners in the Federal Depository Library Program. In these times of 
instant access via the Internet, library users expect all federal 
publications to be available in an electronic format for immediate 
access. GPO’s plan to convert print and other tangible Federal 
publications to online resources will dramatically increase access to 
these important resources. These files, freely available to all, will 
allow small academic libraries to offer the same level of access as 
advanced research institutions that may have the physical volumes in 
their collections.   
 



I wish you the best in your efforts to achieve funding for meeting the 
public’s needs for easy access to government information. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Camila A. Alire, Ed.D. 
President, Association of College 
 And Research Libraries 
 
Cc:   ACRL Board 
 Mary Ghikas 
 Jill Moriearty 
 
  



Alternative (resolution) format: 
 
Whereas the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) is a 
professional association of academic librarians with over 12,400 
members representing a wide range of academic institutions, from large 
research universities to community colleges and small public and 
private colleges; 
 
Whereas for nearly two hundred years the U.S. government has assured 
public access to its published information through the Federal 
Depository Library Program;  
 
Whereas the GPO Salaries & Expenses appropriation as presented in the 
President’s FY 2007 budget includes funding to carry out many important 
projects relating to GPO’s Strategic Vision for the 21st Century and the 
current and future needs of the Federal Depository Library Program and 
the public users that it serves; 
 
Whereas ACRL members have observed with interest the changes that are 
occurring at GPO under the leadership of the current Public Printer and 
Superintendent of Documents and appreciate GPO’s emphasis on serving 
the public’s information needs by increasing access to and the 
usefulness of Federal information; 
 
Whereas increased access to all published Federal information is a need 
throughout the library community, whether or not the libraries are 
partners in the Federal Depository Library Program, and GPO is 
affirmatively addressing the need for broad and permanent public access 
to past, present and future information published by the U.S. 
government;  
 
Whereas, in these times of instant access via the Internet, library 
users expect all federal publications to be available in an electronic 
format for immediate access; and 
 
Whereas GPO’s plan to convert historical print and other tangible 
Federal publications to online resources will dramatically increase 
public access to these important resources and allow academic 
libraries, regardless of size or wealth, to offer their students, 
faculty and other patrons access to a comprehensive online collection 
of published government information; 
 
Therefore, be it resolved that the ACRL Executive Board supports full 
funding for the GPO Salaries & Expenses appropriation as presented in 
the President’s FY 2007 budget; and 
 
Be it further resolved that ACRL Executive Board commends GPO for its 
leadership is developing plans for the digitization of a comprehensive, 
public domain collection of past, present and future information 
published by the U.S. government and urges rapid implementation of 
those plans.   
   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
March 10, 2006 
 
Judith C. Russell,  
Superintendent of Documents & Managing Director 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
732 North Capitol St., NW 
Washington, DC 20401 
 
Dear Superintendent Russell, 
 
On behalf of the Urban Libraries Council, an association of over 150 of the largest public 
libraries in North America and the corporations that support them, I am writing in support 
of the Government Printing Office strategic goal to digitize a complete legacy collection 
of tangible U.S. government documents.  The value of such a digital collection would 
enhance public access to and increase awareness of the importance of government 
information. 
 
Indeed, nearly every member of the Urban Libraries Council, from Sacramento Public 
Library in California to the New York Public Library in New York City, participates in 
the Federal Depository Library Program.  Collectively we serve millions of diverse 
clients on a daily basis.  In many communities we are the only access point to 
government documents that are used to meet the essential research needs of students, 
historians, public officials and new Americans. 
 
Creating a digital legacy collection of government documents will make it easier for our 
users to access these publications, save space in our libraries and demonstrate our joint 
capacity to embrace technological change in the digital age. 
 
We look forward to assisting the U.S. Government Printing Office in implementing your 
strategic goal.  Do not hesitate to call on the Urban Libraries Council for further support 
and assistance. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Martín Gómez 
President and Chief Executive Officer. 
   

 








	Testimonials
	ACRL
	ULC
	COSLA
	New Mexico State Library


